EXCELSIOR SPRINGSHISTORIC RESOURCES

Resource No. 7

1. Property name, present Redmond’s Furniture 6. Location Map

Property name, historic Flanders Dry Goods

2. Address/location
107-111 W. Browdway
Excelsior Springs, MO

3. Owner’'s name and address

4. [J Building Structure
Site Object

5. Use present Commercid

Use, origind Commercial

7. Date of construction (or estimate) 12. Plan Shape Rectangle

8. Changes

13. Number of stories 2
O Altered  Additon  Moved . !

9. Architect/engineer/designer 14. Roof type and materid  Flat

15. Type of consruction Brick

10. Contractor/builder/craftsman )
16. Exterior material(s) Brick

11. Style: High Style 17. Foundation material(s) Not visible
[0 Elements Victorian Commercial
Vernacular 18. Porch(es) Recessed & awning

19. Additional physical description

Thistwo-part commercial block structure has elements of the Victorian Commercial style, with an elaborate
cornice and frieze of patterned brick at the roofline. Thefirst floor has multiple entries with display windows.
The display windows at each end of the front elevation are flush with the sidewalk, but the two entries and central
display windows are recessed. In front of the recessed central display case are two steel column supports and a
low, rectangular base. Another recessed entry on the east edge of the front (north) elevation has an eleborate
bracket and leads upstairs. The storefront windows are large plate glass with aluminum frames, and reach nearly
to the ground level. Theinterior of the display windows has dark wood paneling and mirrors. The entry floor has
white and green tiles in a decorative geometric pattern, with the word “Flanders’ in front of each entry door. A
metal shed roof awning spans the entire length of the front elevation, and is located just below the transom
windows. The transom is located quite high in the first story - approximately level with atypical sign band area.



It consists of 12 casement windows, each with alarge sash and two smaller lights above. Some of these transom
windows have metal storms. The outline of the words “FLANDERS DEPT STORE” can still be seen just below
the 2nd story windows. Mastic glue remains where these sign letters have been removed. There are 9 second
story windows, which are narrow, double-hung, 1/1. The window surrounds are arched with radiating voussoirs
capped with a horizontal brick course. The frieze area of the roof edge has elaborate, projecting brick patterns.
Tile coping is on the roof edge. Brick piers on both ends of the front facade inframe the north elevation. The
second story of the west elevation has been covered with stucco.

20. Description of environment and outbuildings.

107-111 W. Broadway is located on the main street of the traffic through the former historic center of Excel-
sior Springs. Parallel parking is allowed on Broadway. The block of W. Broadway between Main and Mariettais
amixture of one- and two-story commercial structures. A historic commercial structureislocated on the east, and
anon-historic one to the west.

21. History and significance

Flanders Dry Goods was constructed between 1900 and 1905, although other buildings were located at this
site prior to its construction. It has retained the name “Flanders’ throughout most of its history, although at first
the commercial structure was divided into two parts. In 1905, the western portion contained the dry goods busi-
ness, and the east had a grocery store. A 1909 photograph reveals that two small towers were on top of the brick
piers at the roofline. At thistime, the storefront had a different appearance, with the display windows and entries
being flush with the sidewalk. The sign on the store indicated that “Flanders Dry Goods (was) A Good Place to
Trade.”

Flanders Dry Goods was the predominate dry goods/department store for local residents throughout most of
the town’ s history. Although not directly related to the trade associated with the city’ s mineral water history, its
success was the result of the economy based on that trade. It has been along time fixture in the historic down-
town area. Although the storefront is not original, it is historic and has acquired its own significance over time.
The building has retained a high degree of architectural integrity. It would be a good candidate for a contributing
building in a potential National Register historic district, and would also be eligible for local designation as either
alandmark or apart of alocal historic district.

22. Sources of information.

Sanborn maps. City directories. Historic photographs, Excelsior Springs Historical Museum.
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26. Negative:  roll # frame #




