
EXCELSIOR SPRINGS HISTORIC RESOURCES
Resource No. _____

1. Property name, present 6. Location Map

7. Date of construction (or estimate)   ca. 1907

8. Changes
✔   Altered      Addition  Moved

9. Architect/engineer/designer

10. Contractor/builder/craftsman

11. Style: High Style
Elements

       ✔ Vernacular

12. Plan Shape Rectangular

13. Number of stories     2-1/2

14. Roof type and material     Cross-gable/composition
shingle

15. Type of consruction   Frame

16. Exterior material(s)    Asbestos shingles

17. Foundation material(s)    Limestone

18. Porch(es)   Full length, multi-story

19. Additional physical description

This two and a half story house has steeply pitched, cross-gable roofs with wide, overhanging enclosed eaves.
The full-length, two story front porch has a flat roof. The ground level porch columns have been replaced with
decorative metal supports, but the upper story features tapering round classical columns and wooden balustrade.
The porch frieze on the first floor features wide wood panels. The windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash
with wood surrounds and slightly projecting entablatures. On the ground level on the front (south) and west
elevation is a slightly projecting bay window area, each with two windows. The entry door on the ground level
has a lower panel, and eight glass panes, while the second-story porch door on the front elevation has a modern
aluminum storm door.

Property name, historic  Hamilton Apartments
Christian Union Educational Building

2. Address/location

218 E. Excelsior
Excelsior Springs, MO

3. Owner’s name and address

Chad Birdsong
435 Benton Ave.
Excelsior Springs, MO 64024

4. ✔ Building Structure

     Site Object

5. Use, present   Multi-family residential

Use, original  Multi-family residential

38



21. History and significance

Formerly part of the site of the adjacent Christian Union Chapel, this building was constructed between 1905
and 1909. It was in a block which contained a variety of buildings - boarding houses, apartments, a church, and
the Excelsior Springs Sanitarium, which was at one time adjacent to the west. Right after its construction, it was
shown at first in the Sanborn Maps as  a dwelling. However, by at least 1917, it was known as the Hamilton
Apartments (although the city directories show only members of the Hamilton family living here at that time).
Rates shown in a Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railway pamphlet (ca. 1928) are listed at $8.00 and up per
week. Mr. A.F. Bergman was the proprietor at this time. However, a decade later the rates were only $5.00 per
week, in a pamphlet which listed the Hamilton as having six rooms. This was probably due to the Depression,
which hit the smaller proprietors harder than the larger hotels and the clinics. In 1957, it was purchased by the
adjacent Christian Union Church for use as an educational building. It has undergone some alterations over the
years, particularly in the siding material (as has many other Excelsior Springs buildings) and the first story porch.
It nonetheless represents the varied types of housing provided to the visitors of Excelsior Springs.

22. Sources of information.

City directories, Sanborn maps, miscellaneous files on city history at the Excelsior Springs Museum.

23. Prepared by
Deon Wolfenbarger
Three Gables Preservation
9550 NE Cookingham Drive
Kansas City, MO 64157

24. Date of survey January, 1993

25. On National Register
Eligible for listing

Individual

 District
Local designation

        ✔ Eligible for local designation

26. Negative:    roll # frame #

20. Description of environment and outbuildings.

The building is situated close to the street, and the adjacent church building on the east. A vacant lot is on the
east, with some deciduous trees. Deciduous hedges flank either side of the concrete steps leading from E. Excel-
sior to the front porch.




