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Resource No. _____

1. Property name, present

Christian Union Headquarters

Property name, historic

2. Address/location

220 E. Excelsior
Excelsior Springs, MO

3. Owner’s name and address

4.  ✔  Building Structure

      Site Object

5. Use, present   Residence

Use, original  Church

6. Location Map

7. Date of construction (or estimate)   1913

8. Changes
✔   Altered      Addition  Moved

9. Architect/engineer/designer

10. Contractor/builder/craftsman

11. Style:      ✔ High Style   Gothic Revival
        ✔ Elements  Side steeple

Vernacular

12. Plan Shape Rectangle

19. Additional physical description

This side-steeple brick church incoporates elements of the Gothic Revival style into its simple rectangular
plan. The church sits on a high limestone foundation of quarry-faced random ashlar. Two brick belt courses
encircle the building -- one separating the foundation stone from the brick, and one serving as a sill course to the
windows. A square shaped side steeple is on the east end of the front (south) elevation., and projects outward to
the south one bay, and also above the roofline. The roofs of both the tower and the main portion of the church
itself are flat, with the tower featuring a castellated roofline of brick. The parapet roof of the main portion is
crenelated as well, and features a center segmental pediment with keystone and stone cap. The side steeple
contains the main entry on its east elevation. Centrally located steps, flanked by stone balustrade, lead up to a
stoop porch, with additional steps on the west leading up to the entry door on the east side of the tower. At the
east end of front elevation, steps lead down to a basement entry door. There are three stained glass windows on
the main porch of the front facade -- a larger round arched window opening containing two gothic window
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13. Number of stories     2

14. Roof type and material     Flat with parapet/not visible

15. Type of consruction   Masonry

16. Exterior material(s)    Brick

17. Foundation material(s)   Limestone

18. Porch(es)   Stoop



The church building fills the entire lot on the northwest corner of E. Excelsior and Kugler Lane. It is very
close to the adjacent building on the west. A vacant block is to the east.

20. Description of environment and outbuildings.

21. History and significance

Rev. John Van Buren Flack, D.D., organized and was the first pastor of the Church of Christ in Christian
Union. In 1881, a white frame structure was completed for the congregation of 60 members. Rev. Flack was
originally from Ohio, and was one of the founders of the Christian Union movement. The western movement of
this denomination started from Excelsior Springs. In addition to Rev. Flack’s significance in the area of religion,
he was also one of the founders and promoters of the town of Excelsior Springs. Flack donated the lot and much
of the money for the first building. In 1912, when the congregation had outgrown the first building, money was
raised for a new structure. It was completed in 1913, and named the Flack Memorial Christian Union Church, in
honor of its founder. In 1921, the church purchased a parsonage; in 1925, the church basement was completed.
The front steps were widened in 1954, and a new iron railing was added. The adjacent apartment building on the
south side was purchased as an educational building in 1957. In the fall of 1976, after the congregation had
grown to 250, members began to search for land for a new church. Over the years, the exterior has remained
virtually unaltered. The present stained glass windows are not original, however.

22. Sources of information.

Sanborn maps; city directories; Daily Standard, 2 October 1976, “Flack Memorial Christian Union Church”,
Excelsior Springs Historic Preservation Commission nomination; “Flack Memorial Christian Union Church”
files, Excelsior Springs Historical Museum.

23. Prepared by
Deon Wolfenbarger
Three Gables Preservation
9550 NE Cookingham Drive
Kansas City, MO 64157

24. Date of survey January, 1993

25. On National Register
Eligible for listing

        ✔ Individual

             District

Local designation

        ✔ Eligible for local designation

24. Negative:  roll#  B     frame# 43

sections, and two slightly smaller gothic arched windows (one on the tower). Five more such windows are on the
east elevation. The east elevation also has five windows set within the stone foundation, and a small wood door at
the rear (north). The roofline here is castellated as well.




