EXCELSIOR SPRINGS HISTORIC RESOURCES
Resource No. 64

1. Property name, present ~Ryan’s Pizzeria, apartments 6. Location Map

Property name, historic A.M. Howard Druggist;
Rexall Drugs (see also “History™)

2. Address/location
101-105 W. Broadway
Excelsior Springs, MO

3. Owner’s name and address

David Rhodus
Liberty, MO
4. ¢ Building Structure
Site Object

5. Use, present Commercial

Use, original Commercial

7. Date of construction (or estimate) ca. 1907 12. Plan Shape Rectangle

8. Changes 13. Number of stories 2
v Altered  Addition Moved

. _ , 14. Roof type and material ~Flat/not visible
9. Architect/engineer/designer

15. Type of consruction Masonry

10. Contractor/builder/craftsman .
16. Exterior material(s) Brick

11. Style: High Style Two-part commercial block | 17- Foundation material(s)
¢/ Elements Victorian commercial

Vernacular 18. Porch(es) Not applicable

19. Additional physical description

This two-part comm ercial block building has been altered on the ground level, but retains historic detailing
on the second story, particularly in the elaboration of the cornice line. An angled entrance to 101 W. Broadway is
on the northeast corner of the building, and is recessed. There are two other entry doors on the north elevation,
facing W. Broadway, as well as one on the east elevation facing Main Street. All entry doors are glass with metal
frames, and have a fixed glass transom above. Tall glass display windows, with metal mullions, flank either side
of the entry at 101 & 105 W. Broadway, and fill the wall area between 101 & 103 W. Broadway. A panel of red
brick fills the former display window area between 103 and 105 W. Broadway. Infill panels of painted brick cover
majority of wall surface of the ground level on the east elevation. A panel of black, metal rectangular sheets
encircles the entire length of both the north and east facades at the transom level. The second story has had fewer
alterations. The original fenestration pattern is still evident. Large, nearly square window openings contain pairs



of one-over-one, double-hung, metal sash windows. The lugsills and lintels are of stone. The cornice area of the
second story is elaborated with corbelled brick and rectangular patterns.

20. Description of environment and outbuildings.

101-105 W. Broadway fills the entire lot at the southwest corner of Main and Broadway streets. It is sur-
rounded by other commercial buildings within a linear district.

21. History and significance

This two-part commercial block was constructed between 1905 and 1909, and retains some detailing on the
second story which reflect its early commercial heritage. As a large commercial structure, it housed a variety of
enterprises over the years, but the anchor (101 W. Broadway) for many decades was a drug store. 101 W. Broad-
way at first housed the F.M. Applegate Confectionery & News shop fora short period, but later became the site
for A.M. Howard Drug (which moved from a few doors down at 113 W. Broadway). By 1922, it had become the
Rexall Drug Store. From the 1900’s through at least the 1920°s, 103 W. Broadway was the location for the S.G.
Johnson Clothing Store (later S.G. Johnson & Son). In 1940, Madden’s Dry Goods Co. was at this address. 105
W. Broadway housed Cole & Miller Meats, later S.B. Cole, Meat, through the 1900’s and 1910’s, and the “Home-
town Grocery No. 2” in 1940. Office space was offered on the second story, housing such enterprises as Silvers &
Berridge, Real Estate in 1908. At the rear (south) of the building, small businesses often operated, such as the
K.C. Laundry at 108 S. Main in 1908. In the 1940’s, the second story was used for rooming. Although altered on
the ground level, this building is not only an example of small-town commercial architecture, but reflects the
variety of commercial enterprises found in Excelsior Springs. While every small town contained a drug store or
two, Excelsior Springs had a proportionately high number due to its role as a resort town. This building housed
one of several which were located on Broadway.

22. Sources of information.

Sanborn maps. City Directories.

23. Prepared by 24. Date of survey January, 1993
Deon Wolfenbarger
Three Gables Preservation 25. On National Register
9550 NE Cookingham Drive Eligible for listing
Kansas City, MO 64157 Individual
v/ District

Local designation
v/ Eligible for local designation










